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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1 and 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by U.S. 
Patent No. 5,872,820 to Upadrasta. 

Referring to claim 1, Upadrasta discloses a method of using a mobile terminal 
(MT) (Figure 1, mobile stations 110 and 130) for synchronizing uplink signals in a 
communication system which supports base station (BS) / mobile terminal (MT) wireless 
bi-directional communications via the utilization of a time frame format (TDMA) having 
sequentially identified system time frames. Refer to Column 2, lines 46-67. The 
method comprises: 

Receiving communication data from a BS (Figure 1, BSS 100) within system time 
frames including a TA signal (Figure 4, SCB 412,422) which include TA data (TEMP: 
current value of MFN counter that began at FN1 , as specified by the SCB in step 500- 
535) and a Connect Frame Number (CFN) (FN2: as specified by the SCB in steps 540- 
545) specifying a specific frame for effectuating a timing adjustment. 
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Adjusting (Figure 5, steps 550-555) the timing of uplink transmissions of the MT 
in response to TA data in the received TA signal commencing in the time frame 
specified in the CFN of the received TA signal. The controller 220 and DSP 240 of a 
mobile station extracts a first frame number FN1 from a first SCB signal. After receiving 
a second SCB signal, the controller 220 and DSP 240 reads the current value of the 
MFN counter and stores it as TEMP, and then decodes a second message frame 
number FN2. The controller 220 and DSP 240 then calculate the time lag as FN2 - 
TEMP, and adds the time lag to the mobile frame number counter. From then on, the 
base station assigned message frame numbers and the mobile frame numbers will be 
perfectly synchronized. For example, in Figure 6, the controller calculates the 
difference between the received second message frame number (FN2 = 10) and the 
stored MFN (TEMP = 8), which is "2", and adds this value to the current frame number 
value "10" to synchronize the frame values. Refer to Column 3, lines 10-45; and 
Column 4, line 45 to Column 6, line 37. 

Referring to claim 2, Oksala discloses a mobile terminal (MT) (Figure 1, mobile 
stations 110 and 130) for a communication system which supports base station (BS) / 
mobile terminal (MT) wireless bi-directional communications via the utilization of a time 
frame format (TDMA) having sequentially identified system time frames where BSs 
transmit selectively formatted communication data to MTs within system time frames. 
Refer to Column 2, lines 46-67. The mobile terminal (MT) comprises: 

A receiver, a transmitter and an associated processor. 
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Said receiver (Figure 2, radio interface 260) configured to receive communication 
data from a BS (Figure 1, BSS 100) within system time frames including timing advance 
TA signals which include TA data and a Connect Frame Number (CFN) specifying a 
specific frame for effectuating a timing adjustment by the selected MT. 

Said transmitter (Figure 2, radio interface 260) configured to transmit selectively 
formatted communication data to a BS within system time frames synchronized by said 
processor. 

Said MT processor (controller 220 and DSP 240) configured to adjust the timing 
of the transmissions of said MT processor in response to TA data in a received TA 
signal commencing in the time frame specified in the CFN of the received TA signal. 
Refer to the rejection of claim 1 . 

Conclusion 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christine Ng whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3124. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F; 8:00 am - 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Huy Vu can be reached on (571) 272-3155. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



C.Ng ^ 



October 30, 2007 




HUYD.VU J7 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2600 



